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Message from the Board
September and October were, shall we say, “yuge!” 
for Real Estate Council Realtor® events. The 
Florida ARECS Board of Directors would like to 
congratulate the following RECs for their 
outstanding accomplishments in promoting positive 
Attorney/Realtor® Relations.

On September 1st, the Attorneys’ Real Estate Council 
of Palm Beach County (AREC) held its 6th Annual 
Law Symposium in West Palm Beach to members 
of the Realtors® Association of the Palm Beaches 
(RAPB). Approximately 120 real estate agents 
attended the presentations by REC member 
attorneys. AREC presented a second session of 
Law Symposium in Boca Raton for RAPB 
members located in the southern part of the County 
on September 7th. Topics addressed included 
Landlord Tenant & Animals, Building Permit & 
Code Violation, The Closing Disclosure and 1031 

Exchanges. In 
addition to Law 
Symposium, AREC 
provides education 
to RAPB members 
throughout the year 
via podcasts and live 
seminars.

On September 8th, the Central Florida Real Estate 
Attorneys’ Council (CFREAC) held its 26th Annual 
Real Estate Legal Summit (yes that is 26!) in 
partnership with the Orlando Regional Realtor® 
Association (ORRA). Over 200 attended the all- 
day affair held at the Wyndham Orlando Resort 
which offered 7 Hours CE/CLE credit to real 
estate professionals and attorneys. The event 
included sessions like Property? Probate? 
Problems.; The ABC’s of REO’s and Survey Says 
Doc Stamps!. Speakers included CFREAC member 
attorneys and the President and President-Elect 
of the ORRA. Following the formal program,  
CFREAC hosted a cocktail party to provide 
attendees the opportunity to network in a fun and 
social environment.
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Finally, as we’ve told you previously the Florida 
ARECS Board of Directors is constantly working 
to enhance our relationship with Florida Realtors® 
and our efforts paid off yet again. Florida Realtors® 
requested our assistance with Realtor® training in the 

Tallahassee 
area. The 
Tal lahassee 
Board of 
Realtors® is 
transitioning 
from a 
local board 
contract to 
the FR/BAR 
and the local 
agents were 
c l a m o r i n g 
for help. On 
October 12th, 
the Capital 
R e g i o n 
Real Estate 
Council in 
partnership 
with The 
Fund’s Legal 

Education Department presented Understanding 
and Using the FR/BAR Contract for Residential Sale 

and Purchase to over 60 real estate agents. The 
outstanding presentation by Fund Legal Education 
Attorney Linda Monaco was followed by a Q&A panel 
led by local REC member attorneys Matt Mathews, 
Blake Hayward and Lynwood Arnold. The event went 
so well the Capital Region REC was asked to make 
another presentation to the Tallahassee Mortgage 
Bankers on November 10th so stay tuned for more 
news on that event!

How did they do it? How do all of these busy 
attorneys put together top notch events like these 
year after year? CFREAC assigns a liaison to work 
with ORRA throughout the year to discuss topics 
impacting their members. AREC and RAPB have a 
similar relationship; the REC President meets with 
RAPB leadership regularly to identify the issues. 
Both RECS then invite their members to create and 
present the sessions requested. Standing up in front 
a few hundred Realtors® is a great way to establish 
yourself as an expert with people who can refer 
business your way!

There’s even more good news! RECs like these, who 
create original programming, will share all or some 
portions of their presentations with other RECs. So if 
your REC is planning its first Realtor® event, consider 
getting a jump start by borrowing an outline or 
program from another REC. In addition some of 
the programs presented were created by The Fund 
and those are available anytime to REC member 
attorneys. You will find them listed on our website at 
flarecs.com/request-a-seminar. 

If your REC would like assistance planning a Realtor® 
event, contact our REC Relations Manager Rene’ 
Rutan at rrutan@thefund.com.

☐

http://flarecs.com/request-a-seminar
mailto:rrutan%40thefund.com?subject=
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Resources

Florida ARECS provides two great 
resources that REC members 
can use, at no cost, to promote 
themselves and their practices.

 
FLARECS.COM BLOG

The FLARECS.COM Blog appears on the home 
page of www.flarecs.com, the website serving all 
twenty real estate councils. If technology is not your 
thing you may be asking yourself, “What is a blog?” 
The term blog is actually short for “weblog” which 
is a brief online journal or series of comments, 
stories or articles. The flarecs.com Blog is dedicated 
to communicating our message of the value of 
an attorney in real estate transactions. The articles 
published are not formal scholarly pieces but 
are instead written for real estate agents and 
consumers and address topics from “What is Title 
Insurance?” and “Why Real Estate Agents Need 
to Understand Florida Homestead Law” to this 
month’s “Discussion of the recent Moreno v. First 
International Title 176 So.3d 301.”  We would like 
to extend a special “Thank you” to Ira Price, who 
wrote the Moreno piece, and Alexander Cubas, 
who translated it into Spanish – our first Spanish 
language blog article! 

Blog content is highly searchable and contributes 
significantly to a website’s performance with search 
engines like Google and Bing so every new article 
published helps drive more readers to flarecs.com 
where they learn more about real estate attorneys 
– and perhaps you in particular. Help us help you 
by contributing an article to the flarecs.com Blog. 
It’s easy!

FLORIDA REALTORS® LEGAL NEWS 

Earlier this year Florida Realtors® launched a bi-
weekly publication, Florida Realtors® Legal News, in 
response to a growing need for legal education and 
support for their members. They have invited Florida 
ARECS to collaborate on articles addressing legal 
issues of interest to real estate agents. Upcoming 
issues will deal with a wide range of topics including 
the inspection provision of the FR/BAR Contract 
and the rules governing tenants with service animals.

If you are interested in contributing an article:

• Submit your topic ideas to the REC Relations 
Manager so the Florida Realtors® Legal News 
editorial board can review.

• If your topic is approved they will ask you to 
submit a draft.

• Articles should be 350-500 words in length.

This is a tremendous opportunity to gain exposure to 
nearly 110,000 Realtors® for no cost. In addition, your 
article will appear on www.floridarealtors.org for 
one year. If you are interested in publishing an article 
in either of these resources or have questions, please 
contact Rene’ Rutan, our REC Relations Manager, at 
rrutan@thefund.com.

☐

FLARECS.com Blog
flarecs.com/resources/blog

http://www.floridarealtors.org
mailto:rrutan%40thefund.com?subject=
http://flarecs.com/resources/blog


TOGETHER
WE ALL SUCCEED

ATTORNEYS’ REAL ESTATE COUNCILS OF FLORIDA,INC.
P.O. BOX 628600 | ORLANDO, FL 32862-8600 | 800.336.3863 The Fund is a strategic partner of Florida ARECS

©2016 ATTORNEYS’ REAL ESTATE COUNCILS OF FLORIDA,INC., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

florida
ARECS

TM COUNCIL CONNECTIONS
November & December 2016

Latest REC News

New RECs under construction!  
On September 28th, 
representatives from the 

Florida ARECS board, Melissa Murphy, The Fund’s 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel, and Rene’ 
Rutan, REC Relations Manager, met with small groups 
of attorneys in both Polk and Highlands Counties.  
The purpose of these meetings was to share the 
story of Florida ARECS with local Fund members 
and determine whether they want to establish a real 
estate council in their respective areas.  Both groups 
elected to move forward and they will meet again on 
November 16th to begin the process of creating new 
RECs.  Polk County is interesting because it is currently 
part of BAREC, the REC serving the Tampa Bay area, 
so they will be spinning-off to create their own local 
organization.  We look forward to welcoming them 
both to Florida ARECS!

Florida Keys REC held its first event in sometime on 
October 20th in Marathon.  They held a roundtable 
discussion addressing the Florida Keys Rider to 
the FR/BAR Contract followed by a networking 
reception.  Turnout was tremendous!  Thank you to 
REC President Erica Hughes-Sterling for putting 
together such a great meeting and Tom Wright for 
leading the roundtable.  Their next meeting is being 
planned for February.

The Real Property Council of Volusia County continues 
to move forward.  Congratulations to the new board: 
Trisha Dellinger, Joshua Wells, Maia Albrecht, Erin 
Wollett, Jim Pickens and Fred Share.  They are 
planning a membership meeting for January so stay 
tuned! 

☐

Latest REC News cont...

To sign up for or more information about upcoming 
events, visit flarecs.com/calendar.

Upcoming Events

11/2 Bay Area - Membership Meeting

11/3 Volusia - Board Meeting

11/3 Central Florida - Membership Meeting

11/9 South Miami-Dade - City National Bank 
and Member Mixer

11/10  Jacksonville Area - Board Meeting

11/10  Capital Region - Mortgage Bankers 
Association Event

12/3 South Miami-Dade - Holiday Party

12/7 Broward - Holiday Party

17/7 Palm Beach - Membership Meeting

12/8 Florida ARECS - Board Meeting

1/12 Southwest Florida - New Leadership 
Kick-Off  Reception

1/24 Jacksonville Area - Attorney & 
REALTOR® Event

http://flarecs.com/calendar
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Tip #2:
MEETING PLANNING

The most time-consuming task of 
running most RECs is probably 
planning meetings.  Identifying and 
securing speakers, and reserving 
venues can take a lot of time.  Make this 
process easier by planning in advance. 

First, if you know your REC will have four quarterly 
meetings, schedule them in advance and send a 
Save-the-Date to your members so they can put it in 
their calendars. 

Then reserve your venue so you’re not scrambling at 
the last minute to find a suitable location.

Share the work by distributing responsibility for 
identifying speakers across multiple board members.

Lastly, consider creating a program outline for the 
entire year in advance.  For example, you’re planning 
four meetings so you could determine in advance 
that they would look something like this:

• Fund Legal Education seminar

• Local government official

• President of a related industry organization 
(Realtors, Bankers or Builders Association)

• Hot topic (e.g. drones, cyber fraud, etc.)

Florida ARECS Council Connections 
newsletter is distributed bi-monthly 
by email to all REC members listed in 
the FLARECS.COM Member Directory.

So be sure to have the REC Relations 
Manager add new members to your directory as they 
join.  Help keep your REC’s members in the know 
by sharing copies of Council Connections at your 
REC meetings.  Forward the email with the digital 
version to your local members and add commentary 
about REC activities in your area.  If you prefer paper 
contact the REC Relations Manager to obtain printed 
copies to distribute at your next meeting. 

Tip #1:
KEEP YOUR MEMBERS INFORMED

Tips from Florida ARECS

Happy Holidays
From FLARECS!


