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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
Florida ARECS – Welcome to OUR HOME!

Florida ARECS was created to support and promote 
real estate attorneys and our board is committed 
to delivering tangible solutions for our Strategic 
Priorities:

• Leadership Development
• Membership Development
• Promote Real Estate Attorneys
• Promote Attorney/Realtor® Relations
• Build Relationships with Key Industry 

Organizations
• Support Success of Local RECs and their 

Members

While we are focused on all our priorities, today we 
would like to talk to you about three of them. 

Leadership Development.

Recruiting and retaining strong effective leaders 
is a challenge for any organization. It is even more 
of a challenge for volunteer organizations like real 
estate councils. To address this need Florida ARECS 
is hosting its first Leadership Forum on May 5th, 
preceding the start of Fund Assembly in Orlando. 
Our objectives for this event are to engage local REC 
leaders and provide them with tools to help them 
run their organizations more easily and effectively. 
Participating leaders were chosen in collaboration 
with their local RECs.

Promote Attorney/Realtor® Relations.

Florida ARECS accomplishes this goal two ways. 
First, we are working with Florida Realtors® at the 
state level to build awareness of the RECs and the 
value their attorney members bring to real estate 
transactions. As part of this effort, Florida ARECS 
will host a booth at the 2016 Florida Realtors® 
Convention Trade Show & Expo in Orlando in 
August. There we will have the unique opportunity 
to network with over 3,000 Realtors® and REC 
member attorneys are invited to participate! Please 
contact the REC Relations Manager Rene’ Rutan at 
rrutan@thefund.com if you are interested in manning 
the booth. 

Secondly, we have developed resources, including 
the Realtor Education Library, which RECs and their 
members can use at the local level to reach out to 
Realtor® boards and brokerages. It includes ready-
to-use programs on the CFPB Closing Disclosure, 
FRBAR Contract, FIRPTA, Title Insurance and more. 
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You can pick-up a complete list at the Florida ARECS 
booth at the 2016 Fund Assembly Expo & Tech 
Center or view it online at www.flarecs.com. 

Promote Real Estate Attorneys.

Today just 44% of Florida closings are conducted 
by a real estate attorney. We practice in a 
marketplace where many consumers and Realtors® 
don’t think they need a real estate attorney. 
Florida ARECS is currently responding to this 
challenge on two fronts. First, with the assistance 
of The Fund, we built a consolidated REC website 
www.flarecs.com to provide education and tools to 
consumers and Realtors®. Second, we launched a 
social media campaign. Social media provides us the 
ability to share our message of the importance of 
involving an attorney in real estate transactions to 
hundreds of thousands of Realtors® and consumers. 
Help Florida ARECS spread this message by being 
a part of our social media campaign. Just go to 
www.flarecs.com and follow the links in the upper 
right hand corner to connect you with our pages on 
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Google+.

☐

Resources 
FOR BUYERS & SELLERS
Are you looking for an easy way to 
help your Buyers or even Realtors® 
who are looking for more information 

for their clients? Help them understand the process 
– and make your life easier – by directing them to 
www.flarecs.com/consumer where they can find 
helpful information on contracts, financing, title 
insurance and the closing process. Consumers can 
learn how real estate attorneys protect them in real 
estate transactions. They can also download a Pre-
Closing Checklist and view videos from real people 
just like them sharing their personal Real Estate 

Stories and how they wished they had used a real 
estate attorney. Represent mostly Sellers? Check out 
www.flarecs.com/consumer where you’ll find useful 
information to help your clients navigate their real 
estate transaction successfully.

While you’re there, download Tips on Buying a Home 
in Florida and Tips on Selling a Home in Florida. These 
two outstanding booklets by Marshall C. Deason, Jr., 
Past President of the Bay Area Real Estate Council 
(BAREC) are excellent tools that you can display 
in your lobby, provide to your clients or handout at 
special events. You can also order a supply of printed 
copies by contacting the REC Relations manager at 
rrutan@thefund.com.

☐

To sign up for or more information about upcoming 
events, visit flarecs.com/calendar.

Upcoming Events

5/4 Florida ARECS - Board Meeting

5/5-5/7 Florida ARECS - Leadership Forum at 
Fund Assembly

5/12 North Florida - Membership Meeting

5/12 Jacksonville Area - Board Meeting

6/8 North Dade - Membership Meeting

6/9 North Florida - Membership Meeting

6/9 Jacksonville Area - Board & Membership 
Meeting

6/15 Broward REC - Membership Meeting

https://www.facebook.com/FloridaARECS
https://twitter.com/floridaARECS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/florida-arecs
https://plus.google.com/+Flarecs1/posts
http://flarecs.com/calendar
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Latest REC News

We would also like to 
take this opportunity to 
recognize REC member 
attorneys who have been 
appointed to the Florida 

Realtor®-Attorney Joint Committee. The Florida 
Realtor®-Attorney Joint Committee was formed in 
the early 1970’s by the Joint Accord entered into 
between The Florida Bar and the Florida Association 
of Realtors®, to fulfill several purposes: 

• to encourage joint efforts to enact legislation 
and regulations relative to real estate 
transactions that would effectively benefit 
or protect the public and those persons 
involved; 

• to promote cordial relations between the 
Realtors®/licensed brokers and attorneys;

• to cooperate with local joint attorney-Realtor® 
committees;

• to plan, organize and present educational 
seminars or programs jointly for real estate 
professionals and attorneys;

• and other matters to enhance the relationship 
between the professions and public. 

In addition, the Joint Committee is responsible for 
promulgating and revising the FR/BAR Contract 
documents, essential tools used by tens of 
thousands of attorneys, Realtors® and consumers to 
facilitate most Florida residential sales transactions. 
There are 22 members on the Joint Committee, 11 
attorney members appointed by The Florida Bar and 
11 Realtor®/broker members appointed by Florida 
Realtors®. Each association appoints two members 
chosen from each Florida Appellate District, with 
staggered 2 year terms, and 1 at large or liaison 
member also with a two year term.

We appreciate the dedication of these 9 REC 
members who contribute their time and talent to 
support our profession:

1st DCA:  Kerry Anne Schultz, Escambia-Santa 
 Rosa REC 

 Denise Hutson, North Florida 
 Association of Real Estate Attorneys

2nd DCA: Mercedes Gonzales Hale, Bay Area Real 
 Estate Council 

 Julie Horstkamp, Sarasota-Bradenton 
 Real Estate Council

3rd DCA: Thomas D. Wright, Florida Keys Real 
 Estate Council 

 James A. Marx, North Dade & Beaches 
 Real Estate Council

4th DCA: Guy Rabideau, AREC of Palm Beach 
 County

5th DCA: Thomas Ball, Central Florida Real Estate 
 Attorneys’ Council

☐

Seller & Buyer 
Resources

flarecs.com/consumers/seller 
flarecs.com/consumers/buyer

http://flarecs.com/consumers/seller
http://flarecs.com/consumers/buyer
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Tips from Florida ARECS
Tip #1:
PROMOTE YOUR REC EVENTS

Tip #2:
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FREE MARKETING

If you are a REC leader be sure your REC communicates 
its schedule to the REC Relations Manager so it can 
be published on www.flarecs.com. The REC Calendar 
provides an easy way for REC members across the state 
to see what their REC, as well as others, are doing. The 
Calendar also has a feature allowing you to share an 
invitation with others. 

Market yourself by publishing an article on the 
www.flarecs.com Blog. REC Member attorneys from 
all over Florida have already taken advantage of this 
free marketing resource that allows them to share their 
knowledge on a timely topic and raise awareness of 
their practice with potential clients and referral sources. 
Contact the REC Relations Manager if you would like to 
participate.


